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Table 17
Recommendations to Scottish government

Scale up delivery across all sectors in line with the ambition set out in the recent Climate 

Change Plan Update.

Target date  now and ongoing

Publish the finalised Heat in Buildings strategy. 

•  This must include finalising the regulatory framework and role of different trigger points 

(including area-based plans), and setting in train the legislation needed to underpin these.

•  Consult on the trajectory of reform for metrics such as EPCs, to ensure they are robust 

and enforceable, fit for purpose to deliver the measures needed on a holistic basis, do 

not disincentivise low-carbon heat, integrate in-use performance metrics from 2023, and 

include plans for the future role of Green Building Passports.

•  Provide further detail on the ambition for heat networks and heat pumps over the coming 

decade, and determine how funding for energy efficiency and low-carbon heat will be 

allocated to meet strategic priorities.

target 2021
Proposals in Scotland’s Updated Climate Change Plan 2018-32 to set out a route map for 

agricultural transformation should be scaled up, with the development of environmental 

conditionality that incentivises emission reduction and carbon sequestration measures in 

the land sector that build towards Scotland’s climate goals. It is essential that appropriate 

incentives are in place to drive early action, given the time (often decadal) needed for some 

measures to reduce and sequester carbon (e.g. afforestation and peat restoration).

target 2021

Renew efforts to improve recycling and resource efficiency, including by:

Bringing forward the planned circular economy package for legislating within the forthcoming Programme for Government.

Putting in place the policy and support to ensure the 2025 targets (including the 70% 

recycling target) within the package are delivered, and setting new ambitious targets for 

2030.

Legislating to ban key biodegradable waste streams going to landfill from 2025, and ensuring this is delivered through increased resource efficiency and recycling.

target 2021

Publish a strategy setting out how the Scottish Government will achieve a 20% reduction in 

car-kilometres by 2030 and deliver 20-minute neighbourhoods. This should be supported by:

Continuing to strengthen schemes to support walking, cycling, and public transport.

Investment in infrastructure connectivity to lock in positive behavioural changes that reduce 

travel demand (e.g. home-working).

Supporting the public transport and shared mobility sectors to recover from the COVID-19 

pandemic, including through recovery funding and positive communication and messaging. 
target 2021

Continue to support the expansion of Scotland’s public EV charge point network, to ensure 

the EV transition works for all road users in Scotland.

target  now and ongoing

Maintain the provision of interest-free loans for EVs (now including second-hand EVs) on top of existing UK government grants. Plan for a transition to fiscally-neutral incentives as EV costs fall. 

target  2021-22
Taxation should be used, alongside improvements in broadband, to embed positive behaviours that have arisen during the pandemic, replacing business travel with videoconferencing and online collaboration.

target  2021-22

Seek to address price imbalances between aviation and surface transport, once aviation 

taxation is devolved to Scotland, encouraging the low-carbon alternative (e.g. rail) for journeys where one exists.

target  2021-22

Play a leading role in decarbonising the shipping sector by exploring opportunities to 

transition ferries operated by Transport Scotland to low-carbon energy and establishing 

appropriate business models to encourage their adoption.

target  now and ongoing
